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Dear Friends,

Commitment Sunday for the Nehemiah 5 (N5)
capital stewardship campaign has come and gone.
Not all the results are in yet, but I want to give you a
“so far” report. I first want to thank TJ and Krisi Yee
and Aki Abe for their leadership for N5. We asked a
lot from them because everything was new; there
was no model for a fifth campaign like N5. I am so
thankful for the way God used them to bring this
campaign together. Three other people receive a lot
of credit, too: Traci Matsushima, Audio Visual
Director; Elisa Takagi, Graphics Director; and
Pastor James, N5 Campaign Manager.

Here are the results so far, and some observations.
Our financial goal, so that we do not need to have a
N6 campaign, was $1,332,000 over three years. We
have received $1,372,055 in commitments, as of
May 20. WOW, praise God!  Thank you Jesus!  You
responded to the challenge and have made the
sacrifice. This is wonderful.

On the other hand, not all of us who made a
covenant to be members of GVBC have run
together and committed to N5. According to Wendy,
we have 476 member units at GVBC. Our definition
of a “unit” is a family, with or without children, or an
individual over the age of 18. A total of 212 member
units have committed to either pray for and/or give
to N5 so far. Our goal was for 100% of our
membership to commit to run to the “finish line”
together. We are saddened to have only reached
45%.

We have prayed about this and will continue to
encourage the remaining 55% of our members to
run with us. It’s not too late to turn in your
Commitment Card. The unity of the church is more
important than the amount of finances we receive.
The world we live in is divided, but God’s church is
to be united.

I will let you know how we do at the end of June.

His child,
Pastor Steve

PRAISE GOD

AND

THANK YOU
JESUS
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Greetings,

Your Church Board met on Tuesday, May 5 and opened
with a devotional from Isaiah 40:28-31, "God's timing and
his faithfulness . . ." shared by our church clerk, Ashley
Donald.

Minutes from our February 22 and April 7 Board of Deacons
meetings were reviewed, corrected and approved.

Your Board approved the March Financial Statement which
indicated a positive result with receipts of $133,316 over
disbursements of $124,114, resulting in a net of $9,202.
This reduced our March year-to-date Net Revenue over
Expenses to a negative $11,822, down from —$21,024.

April income of $123,449 is down from last year due to a
large gift of $18,000 last April. Please note, this same gift
amount was also received in March of this year. Thank you!

April concludes Nehemiah 4 and as of April 15, $32,422 has
been received. Although we are $50,000 below what was
committed due to circumstances beyond our individual
control — lost income, membership termination due to
death and transfers, etc. — amazingly through God's grace,
$1,704,522 was raised to the success of Nehemiah 4.

As we begin our commitments to Nehemiah 5, we will not
close the books on Nehemiah 4 as we are continuing to
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receive Nehemiah 4 contributions.
It appears, some people have the
desire to complete their previous
commitment to N4. Praise God!

Your Board approved to accept a
change to church policy P.11 —
paid sick leave for full-time
employees — and approve a new
sick leave policy for part-time staff
members. Both policies will meet the state labor
requirements effective July 1, 2015.

We are encouraged to hear our attendance, which has been
on a slight decline for the past few months, is now starting to
increase in Sunday services, youth, and children's ministry.
Glory to God!

In closing, we know and understand Christ died on the cross
for us. Now let us fully understand that in accepting Christ we
have not only died with Him on the cross, but raised with Him
in Glory.

"Therefore, since you have been raised up with Christ, keep
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your mind on the things above and not on
the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life
is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in Glory."
— Colossians 3:1-4.

God Bless!

Jim & Karen Kawashima
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory
FROM TO
Miwa Fukushima Taro Fukushima, Frank

Tanaka, Yukimori Tanaka
George & Shig Hirano Robert Kagawa

For Nehemiah bldg. fund
Rodney Kagawa Robert Kagawa
Susan Shelley Don Shelley

For Nehemiah bldg. fund
Merrick Yoshida &

Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Kazuko Ishimoto
Frances Park Frank Akasaka

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
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GARDENA EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

2015 SAFTETY FAIR
BY CINDY MATSUDAS, COORDINATOR
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
GVBC volunteers NEEDED to man our booth. We will
sell emergency supply backpacks, share about GVBC
and its ministries, make balloon animals, and help with
setup and tear down.

Sign up at the Guest Center in the Courtyard after the
worship services. Various shifts available from:

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Contact Cindy Matsuda
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com
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For our Bilingual Service this June we will pray for Japan and Oasis Chapel Rifu,
Japan. We will show videos of the 2014 Japan team’s short-term mission trip as
well as the destruction done in Japan during the tsunami which they’re still trying
to recover from. Also, the team will give their testimonies from their 2014 trip and
what they plan to do during their August 2015 mission trip.

The service and worship time will be led by Tommy Park and the Rifu Mission
Team.

Our Bilingual service meets every second Saturday of the month. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. We would like all
English and Nichigo congregations to join us for this very important prayer
service.

For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

Oasis Chapel Rifu, Japan Short-term Mission Team:
(Standing L) Kate Bun, Anna Osato, Emi Osato, Minako Fujimoto.
(Sitting L) Tommy Morse, Tommy Park
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FAMILY NEWS

LETTERS FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Thank you for the beautiful flowers from GVBC that we received in remembrance of
the passing of Charles' mother, Nancy Matsuda. We are so blessed and assured she
is in the arms of Jesus rejoicing. “Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a
wretch like me. I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see . . .
.” [Amazing Grace John Newton; John P. Rees, © Copyright 1997 by Integrity’s Hosanna! Music and Word
Music (a div. of WORD MUSIC. All rights reserved. Used by permission]. This was mom's favorite
song and was sung by Wendy Katagi (CD recording) at her service. We are very
thankful to all of you who sent your words of comfort and also for your cards and
flowers. Charles & Marianne Matsuda and family

Dear GVBC, Thank you for the planter with a beautiful pink orchid blossom which I
received for the loss of my son, Richie. Our family appreciated your kindness in
honoring him. Chieko Kitaoka

Dear GVBC, Thank you for the concerns you had for me and the assistance you gave
me during my medical emergency during Commitment Sunday on May 3. The ER
doctor thinks I may have been overmedicated with my blood pressure medications.
My mother also extends her appreciation for the help you gave me. Sincerely yours,
Glenn Shono

2015 GVBC JAPAN TEAM UPDATE

Konnichiwa GVBC family,

This summer our church is sending another team to Oasis Chapel Rifu, Japan
from Wednesday, July 29 — Tuesday, August 11. This will be my first short-
term mission trip and I'm super excited to see how God will use me along with
the other team members [pictured on page 4]. With a larger team we will

continue as we have done in previous years to support and encourage the staff and
congregation at Rifu as well as help with the building of a new community center.

Being the only team member who has never been to Japan before, I am a little nervous. I
used to have these preconceived ideas about what a missionary is, thinking I was not
qualified to be one. What possible skills do I have which would be useful to someone else
in another country?  Then, I took a Perspectives Class two years ago here at GVBC.
What struck me the most was the idea of:  it’s not my ability but my availability that
matters to God. It’s such a great reminder of how God will provide all the skills necessary
to accomplish His tasks.

Of course, we could not do this alone. We are blessed to have the Colliers and
Kawasakis open their homes for our training meetings. James Hirano, Traci Matsushima,
Grace Hayashi, Cindy Kono, and Brandon Henderson did a fantastic job reminding us of
our identity in Christ, how to work as a team, and to be wary of spiritual warfare. Thanks
also to Linda Hayashi for preparing meals. These are just a few of the people who have
partnered with us on our journey.

We would love to have the entire GVBC body come alongside us to pray for us as we
prepare to go and while we are there. The team will be leading a special bilingual service
here at GVBC on June 13 at 7:00 p.m. [see article on page 4]. I encourage you to come
to pray for the team, for Oasis Chapel Rifu, and for Japan. We will also be hosting
another bilingual service on September 12 and we will tell you about our mission trip
along with showing a video of our experiences. We hope you will be able to join us for
both events. We are grateful for all the prayers and support.

Sincerely,
Kate Bun

OUR MISSION FIELD

THEREFORE, GO
AND MAKE
DISCIPLES OF ALL
NATIONS.
MATTHEW 28:19

A NEW COMMAND
I GIVE YOU: LOVE
ONE ANOTHER . . .
JOHN 13:34



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 25, Memorial Day

WOMEN’S MINISTRY MOVIE & MUNCHIES
Saturday, May 30, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Community Hall
Please join us for a relaxing morning with delicious
munchies while watching the faith-filled movie “God’s NOT
Dead,” fellowship, and discussion. All women, college-age
and up are invited. Cost:  $5.00 per person. To register fill
out the flyer in the Narthex and return with your $5.00 to the
office or place it in the offering bag. DEADLINE to register:
Sunday, May 24.

NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRY LISTENING LUNCH
Please join us for a free lunch and open discussion on how
GVBC can better follow Jesus' command to love our
neighbors.
Date:  Sunday, June 7 from 12:30 — 2pm
Location: GVBC Room 218
Cost: Free
Please RSVP: by May 31 to James Chang
(james@gvbc.net) or simply write Neighborhood Listening
Lunch on your Sunday morning Connection Form.

PRAY FOR JAPAN BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, June 13, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Everyone
welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net [see article on page 4].

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, June 20, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m., Room 113 (by the
kitchen). All men welcome to join us as for a video series
called “God at War” from the same producers of “Not a
Fan.” Meeting includes a delicious breakfast. Sign up in the
Courtyard after the worship services or call the church
office. Next breakfast meeting will be Saturday, July 25.

GRAD RECOGNITION SUNDAY June 14

FATHER’S DAY Sunday, June 21

JCI CARNIVAL Saturday, June 27 — Sunday, June 28

~ UPCOMING EVENTS ~

OFFICE CLOSED Friday, July 3, Independence Day

SONSPARK LABS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
Monday, July 13 to Friday, July 17, 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Finished preschool to finished 5th Grade. DEADLINE to
register: Sunday, June 28. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Please fill out the form with a $5 donation for a VBS T-shirt,
put in the VBS box on the Narthex counter. Donations for
crafts and decorations are listed. Please place them in the
VBS box in the Narthex.

HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP
Sunday, August 2 to Friday, August 7, Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682,
layne@gvbc.net.

GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 14, 12:00 p.m. shotgun start, Rio Hondo Golf
Course, Downey. We will support our seminarians as well
as GVBC’s Friday Food Ministry — feeding the
disadvantaged and homeless. We would be thankful for any

support from: Corporate sponsorships, Tee-sign sponsors,
raffle gift donations such as gift certificates, golf equipment/
accessories, tickets to sporting events, merchandise, small
appliances, gift baskets, etc. We also need golfers!
Registration coming soon.

CLASSES AT GVBC
Sunday, August 16, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school age
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC and who
would like to become a member and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity.
301 Class Part I & II, (August 16 & 23) Discovering
Ministry. Learn about your unique spiritual gifts, your
S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality,
Experience) and take the next step in the ministry
exploration process (must attend two-part series).
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches you how
to redefine your life’s mission and how you can live as a
witness to Christ.
Baptism Sunday August 30
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail
her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND
Friday night November 6 worship with the Women’s Worship
Team. Saturday, November 7 speaker, discussion groups, a
delicious lunch, and afternoon activities. Director is
Chris Umetsu. More info to follow.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, June 3 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 31.

Announcements

CHRISTIAN SERVICE SCHOLARSHIPS
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual
gifts in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See
application in the Narthex for requirements. DEADLINE is June 20, no
exceptions. For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.

NO PARKING AT PACIFIC SQUARE ON SUNDAYS
(Life After Pacific Square)

As we adjust to “No Parking” at Pacific Square on Sunday mornings, we have come up with some
guidelines to help us be hospitable to church members and guests. Here are the areas where we can
park:

 La Salle Parking Lot (11 spaces):

4 handicapped
7 for ages 85+

 Denker Parking Lot (38 spaces):

Ages 75+
Families with children who are preschool age and younger

 158th Street between Denker Ave. & La Salle Ave. (both sides of street ):

Handicapped
Guests
Drop offs

 Union Bank (142 spaces at 15800 Western Ave., Corner of 158th St. & Western Ave.):

2-1/2 minute walk

 All other street parking –

Please remember NOT to block the driveways of our neighbors. We want to bless them!
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor [on leave-of-absence]
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SERIES TITLE: FOLLOW ME

SUNDAY, MAY 24
Following Jesus ~ Matthew 9:9-13
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, MAY 31
Fearless ~ Matthew 10:16-22
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, JUNE 7/COMMUNION
Count the Cost ~ Mark 8:34-35

SUNDAY, JUNE 14
Transformed by the Spirit ~ John 14:15-17, Gal. 5:25


